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12:00 

12:30 

Refreshments and Registration 

Welcome and Introduction 

12:45 Panel 1: An Empire built on/from water 

Mirjam Hähnle (London)                                              

A Place for Utopias: Nature, Narrative, and 

the History of Empire in Colonial 

Philadelphia 

Susann Liebich (Heidelberg) Encountering 

nature at sea: voyage diaries and personal 

narratives of transoceanic mobility 

13:45 Coffee break 

14:00  

 

Florian Neiske (Marburg)                          

Famine as an Ecological Phenomenon? 

Narratives of Vulnerability in the 

Aftermath of the 1866 Orissa Famine 

Martin Kalb (Virginia, USA) (digital)                                            

African Resistance in a Trans-Imperial 

Frontier Space 

 

15:00 Coffee break 

15:30 Panel 2: Precarious Goods  

Moritz von Brescius (Bern/Harvard)  

Empire of Scarcity: A Global History of 

Assam Rubber 

<Vinita Rav (New Delhi) (digital) 

 

Unearthing Chotanagpur: exploring the 

Ecological Shifts and Societal Impacts of 

late 19th Century Discovery and 

Subterranean Prospects in Colonial India 

 

Programm 
 

Friday, November 29th 2024 

 

16:30 Coffee Break 

16:45 
 

Benjamin Brendel (Marburg)                    

Invisible threats. Cyanide, pesticides and 

the early trade with hazardous substances 

in the British Empire from the 1880s to 

the 1930s  

Larissa Schulte Nordholt (Wageningen, 

NL)                                                                

The Fields of Empire and the Shaping of 

Agricultural Science at Wageningen 

University 

 

17:45 Coffee Break 

18:00 Keynote Lecture 

Corey D. Ross (Basel)                              

Water and Power in the Age of Empire – 

and Beyond 

 

19:30 Dinner 

 

Saturday, November 30th 2024 

 Panel 3: Entangled histories 

09:30 Birte Förster (Bielefeld)                                   

Power Relations. Energy Production and 

Consumption as a Perspective for the 

History of Global Interdependence 

Jaya Sharma (Delhi) (digital)                                   

An Exploration of Colonial and Post-

Colonial Histories through Non-Human 

Narratives in Contemporary Hindi 

Literature 

10:30 
 
Coffee break 

11:00 Panel 4: Texts, practices, artefacts, 

subjectivations 

Andrea Rehling (Augsburg)                          

Narrating World Nature 

Felix Schürmann (Erfurt/Frankfurt)        

The Dart Gun and the Transition from 

Late to Postcolonial Wildlife Management 

in East Africa        

12:00 Snack and coffee break 

12:30 – 13:00 Final discussion and end of conference 

 


